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Vote for Warburton in the VTIC Top Tourism Town Awards
by Andrew Caruthers

Warburton has been named a finalist in the Victorian Tourism 
Industry Council’s “Top Tourism Town Awards”, and now we need 
your help to bring home the public vote that will make Warburton 
the winning town!

This recognition is a wonderful chance to celebrate everything that 
makes Warburton such a special place - the river, the mountains, 
the walks, the local businesses, the creativity and most importantly, 
the community spirit that visitors feel when they arrive.

The award entry was developed by students from Holmesglen’s 
Bachelor of Hospitality Management, with fantastic support from local 
business, the Yarra Ranges Council and Tourism East. For the students, 
it has been a fantastic real-world learning opportunity. For Warburton, 
it is a chance to showcase the town to a wider audience and encourage 
visitation during quieter mid-week and off-season periods.

Public voting, which is quick and easy, is open now and closes on 
June 26 at 5pm. Please scan the QR code or visit the voting link 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NMHHCYH  and vote for 
Warburton. One lucky supporter will win a luxurious Melbourne 

The Alpine wins!
by 3799 Connect Staff and Rachael Northwood

It is a great credit for 3799 that The Alpine Hotel won the Best 
Casual Dining award in the Australian Hotels Association annual 
awards announced on May 18.

Owner Rachael Northwood sent us the following comment.

‘I wanted to share my favourite photo from the Australian 
Hotels Association awards at Crown.

We were honoured to receive one of the most coveted 
awards, Best Casual Dining, with a score of 99/100 from 
an independent body—competing against all city and 
suburban pubs in Melbourne. While five of our team 
members officially represented us at the ceremony, 24 of us 
were nearby at the Waterside Hotel celebrating our listing as 
finalists. Once the win was announced, we joined the party 
at Crown and celebrated on the dance floor until 3 a.m!

We are incredibly proud of our 66 local employees 
who represent the Alpine Retreat every day. Established 
in 1885, we truly enjoy being the custodians of such a 

fabulous and historic building and we are in great company on the 
Warburton Highway with Reefton, The West, Cunninghams and 
The Home Hotel.’ 

3799 warmly congratulates Rachael, Anthony, Ben and the whole 
team from the Upper Yarra!

escape for two, including two nights’ accommodation at Sofitel 
Melbourne On Collins and dining vouchers valued at $500.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NMHHCYH
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Warburton Bowls Club – Rayna 
Zunneberg, Life Member 
by Garry Lewis

Warburton Bowls Club has been extremely 
fortunate over the years to have had 
many wonderful players and volunteers as 
members of the club since foundation in 
1921. Many of them have been recognised 
for their services by being awarded Life 
Membership of the club. 

More recently Rayna Zunneberg was 
awarded Life Membership of the Warburton 
Bowls Club in 2024. 

Rayna served and represented the club 
for over 18 years. During that time, she 
assisted the club both on and off the green 
in a variety of ways. Her contribution 
towards the development of the club was 
outstanding as outlined below:

•	 Over 14 years as Monday Social 
Bowls Coordinator and assisting 
behind the bar.

•	 General Committee Member 2-3 
years and Club Vice President in 
2022/ 23. 

•	 Assisted with many Club Social Func-
tions including the Wednesday Night 
Barefoot Bowls as Coordinator and 
Pink Ribbon Day. 

•	 Organised the now monthly Club 
Dinners for our Social Bowls Mem-
bers.

•	 Regularly re-stocked the Club Kitch-
en supplies and always on the lookout 
for new members and other opportu-
nities to help around the club.

Her Personal Achievements included the 
following:

•	 15 Years Ladies’ Club Champion
•	 8- time Ladies’ Pairs Champion with 

her great friend Maureen Watt
•	 One time member of the Club Triples 

Champion Tea
•	 Club Open Pairs Champion with 

Gary Broussard
•	 G.D. Saker 100-Up Winner 5 times
•	 One time Ladies’ Minor Champion
•	 Club Mixed Pairs Champion 5 times 

with her husband, Rod
•	 One time Winter Intra Club Singles 

and Set Play Champion
•	 3 times Winter Intra Club Pairs 

Champion
•	 Team Member of 4 Sectional Pre-

miership Sides and one Divisional 
Premiership Side

•	 Represented the Eastern Ranges 
Bowls Region (ERBR) in several 
Representative Sides, including State 
Championships

•	 Participated in the Victorian Open
•	 ERBR Ladies’ Singles Champion of 

Champions in 2020- 21 and had 
been Runner- Up once before

Rayna’s contribution towards the 
Warburton Bowls Club was outstanding 
as she always strived to play at the highest 
level. She contributed greatly to the 
ongoing growth of the club both on and off 
the green for many years.

What to Plant This 
June
by 3799 Connect Staff 

Quick Planting Guide – June (3799)

Plant Now: Spinach • Kale  
• Silverbeet • Broccoli • Cabbage  
• Peas • Broad Beans

Herbs: Parsley • Thyme • Chives  
• Coriander

Garden Jobs: Mulch • Compost • Prune 
fruit trees • Protect frost-sensitive plants

mailto:3799connect01%40gmail.com?subject=
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Warburton Waterwheel now  
the Yarra Valley Waterwheel 
Tourism Information Centre
by Nikki Murray

The Warburton Waterwheel, soon to be named the Yarra Valley 
Waterwheel Tourism Information Centre, is set to open the doors 
on Monday the first of June with a new committee (that is as long 
as DEECA have signed the new lease!). 

A bit of background… 

Each person in the Activation Team and the new Committee 
(Waterwheel Hub Inc.) have been appointed because they put their 
hand up to help. Many of us did that at a public meeting held in 
the Warburton Mechanics Hall on a night in March 2025. Along 
with 100 other locals and interested people, we gathered to find 
out that the current board made up of CEDA and Bendigo Bank 
representatives and some others, were finishing their stewardship. 
They needed ideas from the community on how we would keep the 
doors open rather than have Council let it to a commercial tender. 
So, over the following 13 months, a group of volunteers, including 
myself, have been investing their time and tears, in sun, rain and 
hail, to enable this important space to stay in the hands of this 
community and not be lost to the people of the Yarra Valley. 

The now… 

Next week on June 1st, we plan to open the doors to a new 
era. We will carry on the good work of the outgoing Board and 
Executive Officer. For the first three months it will be business as 
usual as we all settle in and look at how this can be expanded to 
make the Waterwheel more financially viable and serving a wider 
community

The Activation team have been marvellous with their policy 
writing, gallery curation organisation, volunteer access, hand-
maker preparedness and general help in researching. We all now 
feel able and ready to give this a red-hot go. 

Last week I put out on social media a volunteer curator position. 
We are in fact looking for a few people to help. We do have 
one wonderful volunteer who is helping in this space, but since 
this is such a big job, we would like a curating posse. If that’s 
you, please let us know who you are by sending an email to 
waterwheelhubinc@gmail.com

As we work to make the Waterwheel an even better hub for the 
community, please keep coming to visit so the Waterwheel stays 
alive and humming. I will certainly keep you well informed as we 
develop new activities.

waterwheelhubinc@gmail.com 

3 4 0 7  W a r b u r t o n  H i g h w a y ,  W a r b u r t o n

M o n d a y ,  T u e s d a y ,  T h u r s d a y  &  F r i d a y  ·  1 0 a m  t o  4 p m
S a t u r d a y  &  S u n d a y  ·  1 0 a m  t o  5 p m

T h o u g h t f u l l y  C u ra t e d  G i f t  Ha m p e r s ,  L o c a l l y  Ma d e  P ro d u c t s  &  G i f t s

Thank you 
for supporting 

our small business

Breakfast, wood fired pizza, coffee, wine & beer 
3416 Warburton Hwy, Warburton  03 5966 5635

Closed Monday-Tuesday  
Wednesday-Friday	 10am - late
Saturday-Sunday 	 9am - late
Open Public Holidays
www.facebook.com/warburtonlittlejoe

mailto:waterwheelhubinc%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/warburtonlittlejoe
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Important Step 
Forward for 
Former Weet 
Bix Factory 
Restoration
by Dave Pratt

Eagle eyed locals may have noticed recent activity at the top of 
the former Weet Bix factory chimney, with the installation of a 
new chimney cap and stabilisation frame. While the work may 
appear modest at first glance, it marks a significant milestone 
in the long, careful journey to revive one of Warburton’s most 
iconic heritage sites.  

For heritage buildings, even seemingly simple works require 
extensive preparation. In this case, the chimney upgrade 
followed more than two years of detailed investigation, including 
specialist surveys by heritage-qualified engineers and securing 
approvals from multiple heritage authorities. All of these steps 
are essential given the building’s historical significance. 

The stabilisation and capping form part of a broader series of 
reports and assessments required ahead of a future planning 
permit application 
for the site. Because 
previous permits and 
historic approvals 
can no longer be 
relied upon, every 
stage must be 
reassessed under 
current regulations, a 
process that demands 
both patience and 
persistence. The 
recent chimney 
works may be just 
one step, but it signals 
momentum. As the 
careful groundwork 
continues, these 
tangible signs show 
that this much 
loved landmark is 
being protected and 
prepared for a new 
chapter.

YREC Amenities Update
by Andrew Ronalds

YREC (Yarra Ranges Enterprise Centres Ltd), our Business 
Village opposite the Warburton Water World has collaborated 
with local business, the Alpine Hotel to provide YREC with new 
amenities. Whilst many of the workspaces have been renovated 
since YREC purchased the property from the State Government 
in 2020 the toilets were still ‘original’. 

Portable toilet units were purchased from the Alpine Hotel and 
transported to YREC on Wednesday 20 May. A delicate manoeuvre 
to say the least as these pictures show. A team consisting of a very 
skilled crane truck driver Ron Lacey of Lacey Crane Hire, owner 
of the Alpine Hotel Anthony Northwood, YREC Directors Clive 
Baker and Andrew Ronalds and Alison Fitzgerald, YREC’s Executive 
Officer managed the process without incident. The new units will 
soon be connected and providing a much better ‘relief ’ experience.

There are currently a few units available at YREC for start-ups or 
working-from-home people who need some more space. You can 
contact Alison on 0418 799 984.

Key Milestones and upcoming Actions,

•	 Plumbing and Electrical disconnected late April.
•	 Existing Amenities demolished early May.
•	 W/C 11/5 Mick retained and filled (crush rock in line 

with the existing slab) the foundation/pad.
•	 W/C 11/5 Plumber inspected the units at the Alpine and 

visited YREC to plan the Plumbing works.
•	 Wednesday the 20/5 Transport has been booked to relo-

cate the units from the Alpine to YREC, Starting at the 
Alpine between 8-9am. (Crane Truck at $155.00 per hour 
for a maximum of 6hrs with a minimum of 4hrs, Costs 
between $620.00 & $930.00 for the move)

•	 20/5 Have engaged Mick for the morning to aide with the 
placing and leveling the units.

•	 Once the Units are on site, we can start planning the 
plumbing & electrical connections, Hopefully W/C 25/5.

Fingers crossed we have functioning Toilets in early June.
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Biggest Morning Tea at 
Warburton Primary School
by Kelly Frost

Warburton Primary School’s first Biggest Morning Tea was held 
on Tuesday, 27th May and it was a wonderful success. Student 
leaders Evie, Gustave and Eve were passionate about supporting 
the Cancer Council’s annual fundraiser, helping to raise money 
for vital cancer research and support services.

The students spent time baking cakes, slices and other delicious 
treats in preparation for the day. Harvest Café, the school’s 
student kitchen and dining space was a hive of action as parents, 
students and playgroup families were all invited to take part in the 
event. Smiling faces, chocolate icing grins and sticky fingers were 
evidence of a morning filled with joy. Thanks to the wonderful 
support and generosity from the community, almost $200 was 
raised.

The student leaders are already looking forward to making the 
event even bigger and raising more money next year.

Warburton Film Festival  
- June 12 to 14
by Meg Urquhart

The Warburton Film Festival will be held from 12th–14th June 
and is proudly presented by the Yarra Ranges Film Society. 
This year’s festival features an incredible selection of films from 
around the world, including Germany, Sudan, Iceland, Iran, 
France, Britain and New Zealand, bringing a wide range of 
stories and perspectives to local audiences. The festival will 
open with But Also John Clarke (2025), directed by Lorin 
Clarke, who will also join audiences for a special Q&A session 
following the screening.

The festival will also include the popular “Show Us Your 
Shorts” competition, with winners announced on Sunday 
afternoon. Visitors are encouraged to make the most of their 
time in beautiful Warburton by exploring the river, local cafés 
and wine bars, and attending the Festival Dinner on Saturday 
evening.

The Yarra Ranges Film Society also welcomes new members 
to join their monthly screenings, held from February to 
December at the Arts Centre Warburton and The Memo 
in Healesville. Membership includes films from around the 
world, drinks, supper and discussion evenings.

Tickets can be purchased at The Memo in Healesville, the 
Arts Centre Warburton, or online via the Warburton Film 
Festival website https://www.warburtonfilmfestival.com.au/
WFF/Home.html  where the full festival program can also be 
viewed.

https://www.warburtonfilmfestival.com.au/WFF/Home.html
https://www.warburtonfilmfestival.com.au/WFF/Home.html


K A S U M I  A R C H I T E C T U R E

•  N E W  H O M E

•  R E N O V A T I O N  &  E X T E N S I O N

•  E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N T  &  P A S S I V E  H O U S E  D E S I G N

kasumiarchitecture.com ・ info@kasumiarchitecture.com ・ 5/3505 Warburton Highway, Warburton ・ 0449 787 814

T a i l o r e d  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e s i g n  &

c o n s u l t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  f o r :

Simple, Beautiful & Functional ― designed for slow living, connected to the Upper Yarra Valley landscape

 Photography: Brook James / Scent of  Wood House in the Upper Yarra Valley

https://kasumiarchitecture.com
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Your home - Designed for the way you want to live  
- Connected to the landscape
by Yusuke Shiratori

I am a registered architect based in Warburton. I founded Kasumi 
Architecture to do one thing well — design homes that are 
genuinely comfortable and fit the way people live. 

Designing homes in the Yarra Valley requires a strong 
understanding of its site contexts, planning overlays, bushfire 
requirements, and unique relationship with nature. As a certified 
Passive House Designer I bring expertise in sustainable home 
design, creating homes that are energy efficient, healthy and 
comfortable; warm in winter, cool in summer, and much more 
affordable to run. 

I grew up in the countryside of Japan, where good buildings are 

designed around the surrounding landscape and local climate — 
very similar to here in the Upper Yarra Valley. That sensibility is 
something I bring to every project, not as a style, but as a way of 
thinking about how a room feels at different times of day, how a 
home connects to the land outside, and how good design makes 
everyday living more meaningful. 

If you have renovation ideas, are thinking about a new home, or 
want to explore what could be possible on your property, please 
reach out. 

kasumiarchitecture.com · info@kasumiarchitecture.com ·  
0449 787 814

Stringybark Supplies - From 
bright idea to exciting business
by Phil Wallens

Ten years ago, Marcus Thomson was a young exploration geologist 
looking for an alternative to the fly-in-fly-out life he was leading. 
He was on the hunt for a business to start.

One Christmas, rather than dispose of the family Christmas tree, 
he had the spark of an idea. On the verandah of his Bendigo 
home, he sawed the trunk of the tree into 8 thin slices that could 
be used as drink coasters. He posted them on Etsy and they sold 
almost immediately. And, shortly after, he received an order from 
the USA for 110 slices. Bingo! Maybe there was something in this. 
Stringybark Supplies came into existence.

In 2016 Marcus and family moved from Bendigo to Warburton, 
and, with a leap of faith, he set up shop in YREC - the Yarra Ranges 
Enterprise Centre. With not much more equipment than a good 
drop-saw and some sanding gear, Marcus set about cutting slices 
from radiata pine logs and selling them online. Marketing involved 
a strong focus on his website and search engine optimisation.

The major market segments that Marcus targeted were weddings, 
corporate promotion, and general craft supplies - eg, craft 
suppliers, schools, early learning centres.

Business grew, and in 2020, Marcus moved Stringybark Supplies 
to the Yarra Ranges Council’s industrial complex in Britannia 
Creek Road, Wesburn. This allowed for further expansion with 
greater space and, all importantly, 3-phase power.

In order to manage the increased scale of production, Marcus has 
developed his own automated log-slicing machine. He dries the 
wood slices in bulk using dehumidifiers and large drying racks. 
He has installed a wide-belt sander and two large UV flatbed 
printers that will print directly on to his full range of slices.

Marcus uses only radiata pine logs for his work. This species dries 
with minimal splitting, has a long life after processing, and retains 
its bark well. His source of logs is a large pine plantation on the 
outskirts of Melbourne which has a requirement to maintain a 
certain area of native forest vegetation. Marcus harvests radiata 
pine escapes that contaminate these native forest areas - something 
that the plantation owner is very happy about.

Marketing is now largely dependent on paid ads (mostly Facebook 
and to a lesser extent, Google). His output has grown considerably 
- his largest order to date is for 20,000 corporate logo pieces. For 
the immediate future, he is focused on growing his business, and 
keeping his eye out for a new opportunity to turn an innovative 
idea into a profitable operation.

http://kasumiarchitecture.com
mailto:info%40kasumiarchitecture.com?subject=


3375 Warburton Hwy, Warburton     www.warburtonadventure.com.au

View our website or come visit us at WAC HQ for more details.

New! Gravity Day Pass: Your Self Guided Mountain Bike Adventure
Experience the best of Warburton Bike 
Park with a Gravity Day Pass from 
Warburton Adventure Co., supported by 
reliable transport and local intel. Ride the 
70km of purpose-built green, blue and 
black trails designed for intermediate to 
advanced riders and then get a lift up 
and do it all again!

1 lift up,
ride down

Hot Laps
from

10am–3pm, 
available most days.

Gravity Day Pass
from

Valid: 15 June - 30 Sept, 2026. 
T&Cs apply.

Winter Adventure Pass
from

Scan to 
plan your 
MTB trip

3 hrFull Day

Private MTB for Groups
Enjoy exclusive use of a local driver, 

vehicle and bike trailer just for your crew. 
Up to 11 riders, larger groups by request.

http://www.warburtonadventure.com.au
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June’s winter warmers at 
Millgrove Market
by Kate Baselier

June marks the point where we are nearly halfway through the year, 
and Millgrove has already enjoyed seven fantastic markets so far. 

On Saturday the 20th of June the Upper Yarra SES will once again 
be attending the market. This time they will be bringing their General 
Rescue Truck for display, including a range of rescue tools and 
equipment. There will also be a Children’s Entertainment area and 
the SES volunteers will be running the sausage sizzle – perfect for a 
tasty lunch and a friendly chat with the local volunteers.

More local businesses are showing an interest in attending our market, 
as demand continues to grow for locally produced, homegrown, 
artisan-made and handcrafted products.

Visitors to the Millgrove Market will find: fresh bread, cheese, 
seasonal fruit and vegetables, homemade cakes and biscuits, great 
coffee, chai and hot chocolate, hot food, doughnuts, honey, upcycled 
clothing and handbags, aprons, warm woolly jumpers and beanies, 
spice blends, medicinal teas and tinctures, vegan skin care, art & craft, 
sensory toys, pottery, plants, dog treats and much more!

MRAG will be setting up FREE Giant Family Games which are 
always popular with both young and old alike. In the centre of the 
market, visitors can relax in a ‘mini courtyard’ area while enjoying 
their cuppa and delicious goodies from the various food stalls.

Come and make a day of it and enjoy the community vibe in 
Millgrove at the start of Winter.

NOTE: During the winter season –June, July, August– Millgrove 
Market will trade from 10am till 2pm.

Millgrove Market is organised by MRAG (Millgrove Residents’ 
Action Group) and runs year-round.

Next markets: Saturday 20 June, 18 July, 16 
August (10am till 2pm)

Inquiries: market@mrag.net.au 0494 325 638

Warburton’s Draft Resilience 
Plan Revealed
by Kevin Bargar

The Warburton Emergency Planning Group (WEPG) shared its 
Draft Warburton Community Resilience Plan on Tuesday May 
26 at a community meeting held at Warburton’s Mechanics Hall. 
45 local residents came out to hear about the work that has been 
carried out by the small but dedicated WEPG group.

The Plan’s creation process and content were presented at the 
beginning of the meeting to inform attendees of how the Plan 
was put together and what it contains. It was stressed that “we” 
created this Plan for “us” and that we cannot rely on “they” or 
“them” to take action…it is up to us.

Important information was gathered through a community survey 
that was conducted in late 2024. This feedback was then used, 
in addition to many hours of discussion over several months, to 
ultimately develop a plan that has identified six focus areas:

•	 Community connection
•	 Bushfire and emergency planning
•	 Food security
•	 Renewable energy
•	 Infrastructure and development
•	 Housing

The attendees had a chance to read a bit more detail about the 
Plan and then enthusiastically provided their thoughts, ideas, 
comments and suggestions on these six focus areas, as well as 
another table that was added to capture their feedback on what 
we may have missed.

With the great input received on the night WEPG will be 
making final edits to the Plan, which will be communicated to 
the Warburton community soon. High-priority action plans 
will be developed, and with the help of additional interested 
and passionate residents, the community will begin to see this 
Plan start to make significant and sustained improvements to 
Warburton’s ability to withstand, adapt to and recover from 
adverse events while maintaining its essential functions and 
identity.

Stay tuned Warburton…you will be hearing a lot more about 
this Community Resilience effort in the coming months! You 
can access our draft plan on the Warburton Emergency Planning 
Group Facebook page.
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WAC Finds A Way:  
Transport Options In  
And Around Warby
by Jayne D’Arcy

Getting around Warby can be challenging for locals and visitors. 
With fluctuating fuel prices and extended paid parking on 
weekends for non-residents, it’s good to know there are non-car 
ways to get around.

WAC’s helping mountain bike riders explore Warburton Bike 
Park with a Gravity Day Pass ($65 a day) from Warby via Wesburn 
and up to Mt Bride – these are perfect for hitting the 70 km+ of 
green, blue and black gravity trails. Grab a Hot Lap pass (a lift 
up, so you can ride down) for $15: it’s great for an action-packed 
lunch break.

Also utilising WAC’s fleet of minibuses and bike trailers is the 
Private MTB Pass (full day or 3-hr). As WAC logistics guru and 
bike legend Rob Eva says: “The groups I’ve taken up love the local, 
personal approach. I let them know what the conditions are and 
take them to the best runs of the day.”

Hikers can book transfers to the start and/or finish of their walks 
from the top of Donna Buang, Redwood Forest or Walk into 
History. WAC also operates Warby Nightrider for transfers for 
local weddings, parties and events throughout winter (and more 
often in summer). Pre-book this service if you need to move a 
bunch of friends and family around!

Warburton resident Richard recently used the Warby Nightrider 
for 2 family weddings. “With guests from Melbourne, interstate 
and overseas staying in multiple locations, I felt responsible for 
the wellbeing of hundreds of people across the 2 events!” he 
said. “It was critical to us that our provider was a legit transport 
operator with correctly-licensed vehicles, drivers and insurance. 
This team, their service and pricing was fantastic (with flexibility 
when herding cats at 11pm after fun receptions!)”.

Support a local, family-run business that loves to help link the 
community and visitors so that everyone can get the best out of 
this beautiful region!
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30 Woods Point Rd,  
Warburton, Yarra Valley VIC
03 5966 2277

Book Online: 
hampshireholidays.com.au/warburton

*River swims optional.

stay
your way*

Warburton  
Holiday Park 

Upper Yarra Valley Garden 
Club Notes – June 2026
by Megan Urquhart

CLUB NEWS:  At our Club   meeting in May, member  Ruth 
Woods gave a very interesting talk on plants grown for their 
fibres, and how those fibres can be used.  Main points:

•	 Ruth teaches basketry and fibre crafting.  She has written 
a book, “Finding Form with Fibre” and founded a group 
called Crafts School Oz. 

•	 She learnt basketry during her time in Arnhem Land, and 
subsequently joined the Basketmakers of Victoria where 
she learned about the plants which provide the fibre.

•	 The most important basic sources of fibre which Ruth 
grows in her garden are New Zealand flax, watsonia, red 
hot poker and lomandra, but she has experimented with 
other species: grapevines, banana fibre, day lily, daffodil, 
philodendron, onion grass and other alliums, dracaena, 
arum lilies, agave, jacaranda leaf stalks, cordyline, yucca, 
palm inflorescences, ivy and many others.

•	 Wood fibre from prunings can also be used eg. from fruit 
trees, dogwood, cercis and willow.

•	 The plant materials are air-dried and subsequently re-
hydrated for flexibility during working. Drying time will 
depend on the moisture content of the leaves

•	 Depending on their source, the fibres can be coiled, 
woven, spun, braided, waxed, incorporated into, or 
combined with, other materials.  The possibilities are 
limited only by the crafter’s imagination!

•	 Ruth had a display table at the meeting, showing the huge 
variety of articles, both useful and decorative, that can be 
made with plant fibres.

https://hampshireholidays.com.au/warburton
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Works complete at the 
O’Shannassy Aqueduct  
Dee Slip Bridge 
by Parks Victoria

Repairs to the Dee Slip Bridge in the Yarra Ranges National 
Park are now complete, with the bridge officially reopened to 
the community. The works have restored pedestrian, cyclist and 
emergency vehicle access along  O’Shannassy Aqueduct Trail on 
Wurundjeri Country. The repairs kept to the original design of 
the bridge to preserve its heritage values. By retaining as much of 
the existing timber as possible, the project has ensured the bridge 
remains a historic feature of the trail for years to come. 

Access re-open along the  
O’Shannassy Aqueduct Trail 
With the completion of the works, all access restrictions along the 
O’Shannassy Aqueduct Trail between Dee Road in Millgrove and 
Sussex Street in Warburton have been lifted.
A view from below the restored Dee Slip Bridge, showing its timber trestles.

TROY HANSEN
Mob: 0401 327149

PRUNING
TREE REMOVAL

MULCHING SERVICE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY

FULLY INSURED
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Salvaging history for the next 
generation
by Heather Potter

Fionnualagh Miller is on a mission to breathe life into some of the 
Upper Yarra’s most iconic abandoned places. She has joined the 
Abandoned Places Working Group - a community-led initiative 
supported by Yarra Ranges Council and DEECA. It is intended 
to revitalise business and employment following the end of 
commercial timber harvesting on public land.

“I was attracted to the project because I’m a serial renovator. The 
idea was that you can repurpose a building rather than knock it 
down,” she said.  

“Australian developers like to knock it down and I hate that. You 
can do so much with what already exists. There are a lot of unused 
places where I live. People are looking for spaces to use and it 
seems like such a waste.”

The committee has been through a two-year process of reviewing 
abandoned spaces in the region and refining ideas. They are now 
progressing with a proposal to restore and revitalise the Launching 
Place General Store.

“The location is second-to-none. It’s very valued for people 
sentimentally in the community and people don’t want to see 
buildings like this deteriorate,” she said.

“There’s a lot of interest from small businesses. We could have 
food, arts and crafts, clothing, artisan products, including a 
stopover for cyclists on the Warburton trail. If a collective takes 
on the lease who can entertain the idea of putting people and 
planet before profit, then there are opportunities to do things like 
training, incubate startups and giving people jobs.”

A proposal is currently in development with the support of the 
Yarra Ranges Council. The Abandoned Places Working Group is 
one of five community-led initiatives aiming to bolster businesses 
and employment in the region. To find out more or get involved 
in one of the working groups, contact Julian Guess j.guess@
yarraranges.vic.gov.au.

The restored Dee Slip Bridge

mailto:j.guess%40yarraranges.vic.gov.au.?subject=
mailto:j.guess%40yarraranges.vic.gov.au.?subject=


THE ALPINE HOTELest. 1885

Accommodation  |  Dining  |  Weekend Buffet Breakfast  |  Functions & Events  |  Music 
3340 Warburton Highway  |  alpineretreat.com.au  |  Ph: 03 5966 2411

WINE
SERIES

makerTHE

All  Welcome
Book Now

Weekend
Buffet
Breakfast

$35pp $16kids 3-10

The all-you-can-eat weekend buffet breakfast has
arrived at the Alpine Hotel! 

Indulge in an endless gourmet morning spread,
featuring seasonal fruits, hot classics, fresh pastries,
and premium selections. 

Includes Yarra Valley juices, tea, and Silva’s specialty
drip coffee.

Saturdays & Sundays from 8:00am - 11:00am

29/05  •  Yering Farm
26/06  •  Georgia Dale
31/07  •  Giammarino
28/08  •  Thick as Thieves
18/09  •  Steels Gate
16/10  •  Seville Estate
20/11  •  MedhurstF

R
I

D
A

Y

$145pp

6PM - 9PM5 wines, 5 courses

W i n e  •  D i n e  •  S t a y+ $140
for bed & buffet breakfast for 2

https://alpineretreat.com.au/
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Grave Tales’s post
by Grave Tales from Facebook

On this day, 23 May (1907), Sam Knott, aged 66, died. Originally 
from Devonshire, UK, Sam ended up as a gardener at McVeigh’s 
Upper Yarra Hotel at Walsh’s Creek, Victoria. The publican, 
Paddy McVeigh and Sam agreed he should be paid one pound a 
week, and given accommodation and his meals. Each week, Paddy 
handed Sam a one pound note, which Sam handed straight back 
for his consumption of ale over the coming week. One day in 
1906, a city slicker with a camera remarked Sam seemed to enjoy 
his pre-lunch beer. Sam replied, “I allus has wan at eleven” (or 
similar). He asked Sam if he could take his photograph, and Sam 
became Carlton Brewery’s poster boy. 

After 20 years at the pub, Sam passed away and is buried 
somewhere in the Upper Yarra Public Cemetery. A fire in 1927 
destroyed the records, and the pub was burnt down in 1939. A 
carved statue immortalising Sam stood outside the Warburton 
Hotel, but it was stolen. But you can still see Sam at the bar – a 
similar carving is erected there in his honour. From our ‘Grave 
Tales: Melbourne’ volume.

There is another element in Sam’s story that may be legend. It 
is said that after he died, he was laid in a simple locally made 
coffin, loaded on to a two-wheeled horse dray to be carried to 
the cemetery at Wesburn  - a long and very bumpy ride. At some 
stage, the coffin bounced off the dray, fell on the road and broke 
open. Sam made the rest of the journey sitting up front between 
the driver and his mate!

http://babajiskitchen.com.au


1st Sun of month Warburton Valley Market – 11:00am – 3:00pm 

Every Monday Free Chair Pilates – Redwood Centre Warburton – 12:30pm – 1:20pm

Every Monday Warby Walkers – meet at Redwood Centre front entrance – 2:00pm

1st & 3rd Mon of month Upper Yarra Rotary Meeting – 7:00pm at Yarra Junction CFA

3rd Mon of month Upper Yarra Valley Garden Club – 7:00pm at Oscar’s

2nd Tues of month Yarra Ranges Film Society – 7:30pm at The Arts Centre Warburton

3rd Wed of month Warburton Advancement League meeting – 7:30pm at YREC

Every Wednesday Warburton CFA training – 7:30pm – 9:00pm

Every Wed and Sat Upper Yarra Museum (Yarra Junction) 10:00am – 4:00pm

Last Wed of month River Valley Church – Free Dinner – 6:00pm

Every Thursday Koha Community Café – Community Dinner from 6:00pm – by donation

1st Thurs of month Warburton Emergency Planning Group meeting – 7:00pm at Redwood Centre

Every Friday Yoga with Sandra Rosa at the Wellspring – 9:30 – 10:30am

Every Friday night Free Friday Soup Night – Redwood Centre Warburton – from 5:30pm

Every Friday night Yarra Valley ECOSS Market (711 Old Warburton Rd Wesburn) – 3:30pm – 6:00pm

2nd Friday of month Yarra Valley Spoken Word (ECOSS Dome) – 6:00pm – 9:00pm

Every Saturday Summer Yoga with Kath at the Wellspring – 8:00 – 9:00am

3rd Sat & 5th Sun of month Millgrove Market – 9:00am – 2:00pm

Every Sunday Warburton CFA training – 9:30am  – 11:30am

3rd Sun of month Sunday Circle (Mend, Make & Bake) 10:00am – 2:00pm

Your Community Group, Organisation or Sporting Club activities can be listed here

3799 Connect  
Community Calendar
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Signs Publishing 
Bookshop

Open Thursdays  
1:15pm – 5pm

Gifts, Cards 
Vegetarian Food 

Drinks, Books  

Located left side of building,  
3485 Warburton Hwy  

Warburton.


