Connecting our Community

The Dawn Service

by Andy Bennett, Wesburn-Millgrove Fire Brigade

Imagine standing in the pre-dawn looking
out at a thousand or more faces, some very
young and some very old. A fire glowing at
the foot of the flagpoles, ADF cadets still
as statues, heads bowed in respect. In the
distance, beyond the massive crowd more fire
drums and the smell of cooking bacon, eggs,
sausages and beans.

The bag pipes start, and out of the darkness
children march with handmade lanterns,
they place them around the memorial rock,
with its sorrowful list of local boys, now so
long gone.

Some years it’s bitterly cold, sometimes it’s
raining, sometimes just the promise of a
beautiful Autumn day. But whatever the
weather, they come, a thousand and more to
give thanks, to honour, to remember.

This is the Anzac Dawn Service in a tiny town
of just 1,700 people, our very own Millgrove.

The Millgrove Dawn Service commenced
seventeen years ago, after Brian Halitarranged
to have the Memorial Rock placed in the
reserve adjacent to the fire station. While
acknowledging that the RSL conducted a
service at Yarra Junction, MRAG and the
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Wesburn-Millgrove Fire Brigade were keen
to see one in Milly-g. With the blessing of
the RSL Warby Sub- Branch, and with their
oversight we went ahead.

That first year, we guessed we may be able
to get 100 people out of bed. By quarter to
six there were around 500! The next year it
doubled, and it seems to just get bigger each
year.

The service is planned and funded by the fire
brigade and MRAG. We are committed to
ensuring that the service is kept to around
30 minutes, that we always have top notch
musicians, high quality sound system and of
course a ripper free Gunfire Breakfast, minus
the rum (we think).

We are always supported by live bag pipes,
bugle, ADF Cadets Catafalque Party and the
RSL.

What a great honour it has been to host this
amazing event for seventeen years. To see
Upper Yarra community at its VERY best.
If you ever need reminding of why we live
where we live, then just come to the Millgrove
Dawn Service.

We Will Remember Them.
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This is YOUR paper!

by 3799 Connect Staff

Take it home and share it with family and
friends.

3799 Connect is prepared and published
in the 3799 postcode area to help connect
residents and visitors in this part of the
Upper Yarra Valley. It serves Wesburn,
Millgrove, Warburton, East Warburton,
Old Warburton, Reefton and McMahons
Creek.

You can pick up more copies in most shops
and hotels in all of these towns.

What do you think of it?

We are keen to hear your views and
suggestions. If you focus your phone’s
camera on the QR Code above, and click on
the link that pops up, it will take you to our
website and a short survey. We want to have

Warburton
Advancement
League —
Painting along
the River Walk

by Jeff Gill

your comments and suggestions.

You can also reach our survey by typing the
following web address into your internet
browser: https://www.3799connect.com.au

And we are looking for more reporters so
that we can cover local news from each town.
Please email us (3799connect01@gmail.com)
if you would like to work with us.

Following on from River Reserve Committee’s contractors good work with rebuilding all the

viewing platforms around the Warburton River Walk the Warburton Advancement League
(WAL) has taken on the tedious job of painting them all. First one was completed on April
23, opposite Koha Café on Dammans Road, which took four WAL members 2 hours and
10 litres of paint. Non-stop sanding and painting, but it looks great and now for the others,

plus a few hand rails here and there.

Participating today where Jeff G, Kevin G (pictured), Ben K and Lachie P (pictured - slowest

painter ever - but meticulous!)

Our amazing light show at the old factory will be ending in a few weeks , it’s being an amazing
experiment and we thank Leo for his expertise and gear. Bigger and brighter next year.

This is your copy. Please take it home to share with family and friends.
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Exchanging Knowledge:
Warburton Adventure Co. +
Maddog Adventures Timor-Leste

by Jayne D’Arcy

You may know that Warburton Adventure Co. (WAC) operates
in Warburton and the Yarra Valley, but you may not know our
connection with our sister company, Maddog Adventures, in
Asia’s newest country: Timor-Leste.

Sam and Liesel Maddock launched Maddog Adventures in Timor-
Leste because of their desire to make Timor-Leste’s incredible
natural assets: from its mountains (reaching almost 3000m
high!) to its unparallelled coral reefs — accessible. They wanted
to give travellers the opportunity to experience the culture and
learn the history of this new-to-tourism country. Today, Maddog
Adventures offers tours in history and culture, coffee, canyoning,
hiking, trail running, snorkelling, mountain biking, as well as
experiential programs for Australian school students.

To date, five of WAC’s Warburton team have been given the
opportunity to work in Timor-Leste, and in March this year we
welcomed two members of our Timorese team: Mana Guida and
Maun Marcal - to see our Warburton operation for the first time.
These cross-cultural experiences encourage upskilling across both
adventure businesses.

Mana Guida and Maun Marcal observed our guided tours and met
with Visit Victoria and industry stakeholders. Their on-the-job
training included caving at Britannia Creek Cave, mountain biking
to the Redwood Forest and Lysterfield, abseiling, river sledding and
tubing down the Birrarung/Yarra River. In-house sessions covered
risk and safety, maintaining gear and digital marketing. They
also observed tourism trends during the busy Easter period when
Warburton transforms into a thriving nature destination.

“It was wonderful to meet, work and skill-share with our
international visitors Guida and Marcal,” said WAC adventure
guide Sean Marler. “Although living in different countries, we
connected through shared interests of nature and adventure play.”

We thank everyone who welcomed Mana Guida and Maun Marcal
to our beautiful region, especially the generous local families who
hosted them, and long-term friends and collaborators including
Cleo and Wayne from Silva Coffee Roasters, who visited Timor-
Leste in 2023 for our inaugural Silva Coffee Origin tour.

These exchanges prepare us for the upcoming Timor-Leste
adventure season, which launched in April and includes the
iconic 10-day La Rende! trek, next departing 31 May. Pop into
WAC HQ, 3375 Warburton Hwy, to find out more!

Millgrove Light Trail 2026

by Jan Burney

Millgrove Mystery Murders were held on Saturday 11 April
2026. Over 250 people enjoyed a night of entertainment and
special lighting organised by MRAG and supported by the Yarra
Ranges Council. Four real-life murder mysteries were explored
by the assembled detectives. Areas previously not available to
local residents were accessed and decorated for the event and the
mysteries explained by the lead detective on the case. The night
brought together amazing lighting and local history.
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Left to Right: Tony Aulich, Calvin Pascoe, Phillip Woods, Tony Holland,
Peter Woods and Carole Woods

Back To Warburton
2026 Reunion

by Peter Molloy

The annual Warburton reunion was held at the Upper Yarra
RSL on Sunday 12th April. We had 149 in attendance and 40
apologies. People came from QLD, NSW, Lakes Entrance and

all over Victoria.

The highlight of the day was the catch up of three members
of the 1962 Warburton premiership netball team. These gitls
hadn’t seen each other since the mid 60s.

The guest speaker was Frank Incarni. Frank spoke of his arrival
in Millgrove in the early 50s, his schooling in Millgrove and
playing in the Millgrove premiership in the 60s. Frank attended
university in Melbourne and after a very successful career in
medicine became a top surgeon at Saint Vincent’s hospital in
Melbourne.

Peter Molloy
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Millgrove Markets in May

by Kate Baselier

How exciting to have two markets in one month! As you might have
noticed, the Millgrove Market is growing. The last Saturday of the
Easter school holidays saw a huge crowd of locals and tourists coming
through who explored the diversity of goods that were on offer.

The market follows a ‘no-overlap” policy for products wherever
possible, giving each of the nearly 40 stallholders the best chance
to sell their goods without strong competition. More local
businesses are showing an interest in attending our market, as
customer demand grows for locally produced, homegrown,
artisan-made and handcrafted products.

What will you find at the Millgrove Market: fresh bread, cheese,
seasonal fruit and vegetables, homemade cakes and biscuits, great
coffee, hot food, honey, doughnuts, soap, upcycled clothing
and handbags, aprons, warm woolly jumpers and beanies, spice
blends, medicinal teas and tinctures, vegan skin care, art & craft,
sensory toys, pottery, plants, dog treats and much more!

A special welcome to The Basin Backyard, who is new to the market
this month. They offer raw, locally produced honey that is cold-
filtered and unblended, preserving natural flavour and nutrients.

On Sunday the 31st of May the Wesburn/Millgrove CFA will be
running the sausage sizzle, perfect for your lunch snack. FREE
Giant Family Games will be set up for those who like a challenge.
Bring a picnic rug and stay for the community spirit; make a day
of it and enjoy the Autumn Magic in Millgrove.

The Millgrove Market is organised by MRAG (Millgrove
Residents’ Action Group) and runs year-round.

Next markets: Saturday 16 May, Sunday 31 May
and Saturday 20 June (9am till 2pm)

Inquiries: market@mrag.net.au 0494 325 638

Solutions Pty Ltd m
Thom Baselier

infod@thsolutions.com.au
401 735 6GBA
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wawwdronevic.com.au
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Solving transport crisis for most
vulnerable community members

by Heather Potter

During bushfire evacuations or when urgent medical appointments
are needed, the peaceful remoteness of the mountains can become
a hazard for anyone without a car. This challenge has inspired Fiona
Garnier and a group of local women, alongside partner organisations
and community representatives, to propose an innovative solution.

Together, they have formed the Upper Yarra Community Transport
Steering Group, made up oflocal residents and partner organisations,
and are preparing a funding application made available to revitalise
business and employment following the end of commercial timber
harvesting on public land.

For Ms Garnier, the issue is personal. She experienced first-hand
how hard it can be to survive without transport when she moved to
East Warburton in 2011 with her daughter and four grandchildren.

“We were 4.8 kilometres from the school and the eldest was already
enrolled in Warburton Primary School, so we thought it would be best
to leave him there. We didn’t have a car and there were only four buses
in the daytime (weekdays), two on Saturday and none on Sunday. The
buses were too early or too late for school times,” she said.

“Later, I moved to Reefton and the nearest bus stop was at Magpie
Lane, 14 kilometres away.”

Ms Garnier said the experience highlighted that some members
of the community, especially people ageing in place, were totally
reliant on a car. “People might be quite happy to take a bus, but
they can't get there because of mobility issues, a medical condition,
the topography is difficult, inclement weather or even what happens
at the other end of the trip,” she said.

“When I saw transport was one of the issues being considered for
funding, I was so thrilled. We are incredibly grateful to Council,
because this is something the community has been discussing for
around ten years.”

The Upper Yarra Community Transport Project is proposing to
tap into existing local services, reducing risk and building on
the experience of established providers. Under the proposal, EV
Services (formerly Eastern Volunteers) would deliver the transport
service and manage volunteer drivers, while local community
organisations - including ADRA Redwood Community Centre,
LinC Yarra Valley and Cire Services (Yarra Junction Community
Hub) - would support residents by referring them to the service
and helping them work out what they can reasonably afford to
contribute per trip.

“The idea is that EV Services will provide the cars and volunteer
drivers, and people will contribute toward the cost of their trip based
on their circumstances - often around 50 per cent,” Ms Garnier said.

“This model is based on the Community Driven approach that
has been operating successfully in Romsey and Lancefield since
2017. What appealed to us was that it’s flexible, locally led and

already proven to work.”

“One of the members looked into similar schemes and one of
the big challenges is risk and infrastructure. With EV Services,
that risk management is already in place, because we're working
with an experienced not-for-profit that is already delivering
community transport.”

The Steering Group has developed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) in preparation for the funding application,

which is currently in the process of being signed by partner
organisations and community representatives.

The group is now finalising funding applications for submission
in mid-May, seeking support for a 2¥s-year program. During this
period, the Steering Group aims to design and test the service
while developing a financially sustainable model that can continue
beyond the initial funding term.

The Upper Yarra Community Transport Project is one of five
community-led initiatives supported by Yarra Ranges Council
and DEECA that aim to bolster business and employment
opportunities in the region.

To find out more or get involved in one of the working groups,
contact Julian Guess at j.guess@yarraranges.vic.gov.au. or Fiona
Garnier at flonagarnier] @gmail.com 0422 562 873 Fiona is part of
the community transport group

YARRA
VALLEY
WINE CO.

STORE & BAR

DISCOVER YARRA VALLEY
ONE GLASS AT ATIME

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no 3799 Connect
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Yarra Valley
LOCAL FRUIT & VEG

ORGANIC
REFILL DRY GOODS

Shop 2874 Warburton Hwy Wesburn

We’re in the little green shed, hidden behind
The Flying Apron Patisserie!

Our Hours
Mon to Thursday - 9 to 4pm
Friday - 9 to 6pm
Saturday - 9 to 1pm

Shop in store or Order Online

find us here
FILLGOOD.COM.AU
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https://www.fillgood.com.au/

YREC - Growing Business

by Phil Wallens

Yarra Ranges Enterprise Centre (YREC) is a Warburton-based
not-for-profit organisation that gives initial help to small and
micro business startups with those crucial first steps from great
idea to profitable operation.

The services supplied by YREC include provision of operating
spaces at low rental, power and electronic connections, referrals
to professional mentoring, training and access to networking.
The Centre has been managed since 2014 by Alison Fitzgerald
on a 3 day per week basis. With an MBA degree and broad
experience with business development in local government
institutions, Alison is well placed to lead YREC’s activities. She
describes YREC as a business village - a cluster of like-minded
people supporting each other. Under her leadership, a number
of well-established businesses have started their journey to
business success at YREC.

A very broad range of enterprises will be accepted into YREC.
The selection process includes a need for prospective tenants to
have a business plan and the ability to meet rental obligations.

YREC was set up in Lilydale in 1998, and moved to its present
location of 21 Woods Point Road, Warburton in 2000. It is
a public company limited by guarantee, and is overseen by a
board of directors. Funding initially came from both federal
and state governments with some input from locally sourced
grants.

And YREC has been busy! There are 24 operating spaces available
at YREC, and there are currently 20 businesses in tenancy. Alison
aims for an average tenancy period of 3-4 years. Since inception,
the Centre has hosted over 300 tenants, many of whom have
moved on to larger premises with expanding businesses.

It has not always been an easy ride. Initially, YREC had a
management agreement with the owner (Victorian State

Left to Right: Alison Fitzgerald (EO), Mick Brands (Jigsaw Jumps), Andrew Kane
(Ferrule Engineering), Adam Baker (Adams Signs) and Julie Ormsby (Deputy EO).

Government), which included the responsibility for maintaining
the property and managing operations with rent charged to
tenants.

YREC takes ownership. Uncertainty was created when the
Victorian state government announced in 2015 that it would be
selling the Wood’s Point Road site. This prompted the decision by
YREC’s board to purchase the site. A contract for purchase from
the state government was signed in 2018, and a major milestone
was achieved when full payment was made in November 2021.
This established a firmer basis for confidence and strategic
planning.

Looking to the future. Achievements under Alison Fitzgerald’s
direction have been impressive. However, operating at close to
full occupancy leaves very little potential for YREC to expand its
established activities. Alison and the YREC board are currently
exploring possibilities for new related activities that could broaden

the services that YREC offers.

Thoughtful gifts
for every
Mum this

Mother’s Day

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no 3799 Connect



New! . .
Forest Foraging with Sean

Join foraging expert Sean for an engaging
{ two-hour forest-exploration experience in
Warburton. If you truly want to understand
our Australian landscape beyond the
surface, this is a unique and unforgettable
experience not to be missed.

| Caving | Abeiling

Family Adventures Full day bike hire  Plan your Warburton
from from winter adventure

69 %55

View our website or come visit us in store for more details.

3375 Warburton Hwy, Warburton
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Controlling European Wasps
in Warburton

by Jeff Gill

Whilst Warburton has largely escaped the European wasp
problem affecting many country towns (all down to Iain Kemp’s
relentless campaign over the last 10 years in trapping queens in
Spring and eradicating nests) our late burst of warm weather has
seen a few around both ends of town. Thank you to the person
marking the three nests down in the couch grass near the Platypus
mural; they were quickly dealt with.

If you see a wasp nest, which can be easily identified by secing
wasps coming and going during daylight hours, mark in some
way so at night you can find it easily and with a red filter, (red
celliform over your torch - definitely no white light) quietly
approach the opening and squirt heaps of spray or powder,

2026 COMMUNITY DAYS

AT BABAJI'S

‘Days when we give back
to our :ummunity*.

10% of all Babajis sales donated
to a local community group.

Coming up...
SAVE THE DATE!

available at the hardware into the hole. There are usually a few
“sentries” on guard so be careful. As they hunker down for the
night this will normally get the lot.

In our Spring edition of this publication, we will have a full
rundown on setting bait traps for the queens, as each queen
trapped is one less nest to deal with later. The honey bees don’t
seem to be interested in the traps so this does not affect honey
bees.

The photo above is me handling a very angry nest at YREC in an
enclosed space. Full bee suits for easy access nest openings are not
really needed as long as above thoughts are followed.

} -nupf‘i\ g

KERALA KITCHEN

Find out why community
is S0 important to us and

how your group can apply
for a Community Day spot

4 May - Yarra Ranges Film Society

28 Mny - Benwerren Women's Retreat

I5 June - Forever Friends Animal Rescue
- Misfits Youth Theatre. Date the.

August - Warburton Primay. Date tbc.

3305 Warburton Hwy. Warburten.

babajiskitchen.com.au

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no 3799 Connect
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Warburton Bowls Club

Submitted by Garry Lewis

Below is a brief snippet of the early history of the Warburton
Bowls Club taken from the Club Website.

Club History 1913 (Founded 1921) - 2026
100 + Year History Warburton Bowls Club
Founded 28th July 1921

By John Harrison to 1997, Robin Fisher to 2010 & Steve
Freestone from 2011

1913 -1914

A Bowling Club with about 40 Members has been formed at
Warburton and Mr. Sears, proprietor of the Mountain Grand
Guesthouse, has agreed to allow the club the use of his Bowling
Green.

The League has taken the initial steps to the foundation of a
club. An offer has been made of the use of a private green, certain
arrangements for upkeep to be undertaken by the club.

The Warburton Bowls Club was founded on 28 July 1921.
1921-1922 President W. Winstanley, Secretary H. Grant.

This is the Foundation date used when the club was granted a
worthless piece of swampland in the Recreation Reserve that they
built into a fine 3 rink green.

One has only to walk past the recreation reserve now to realise
what a splendid improvement the green is to the oval. Where
formerly there was nothing but an ugly, irregular piece of ground,
there is now a trim levelled piece of ground that in a very short
time, will resolve itself into a fine green.

Since these early days, the Warburton Bowls Club has participated
in the Upper Yarra Bowls Association, Mountain District Bowls
Association and Yarra Valley Bowls Association. Our first season
in the Melbourne Metropolitan Competition was in 2010-2011,
where the club has played ever since.

The club’s top side achieved top of the ladder in Division 1 in
2019-2020 winning the Sectional Final. They just missed out on
reaching the Premier League losing to MCC in the Divisional
Semi Final. An outstanding achievement for such a small club.

To find out more about this amazing club, feel free to drop in at
any time or contact the club accordingly.

Bowls is an enjoyable game for all ages, and new players and
beginners are encouraged to come along and give it a try.

Social Bowls is held every Monday from 12 midday while Pennant
Practice is on Thursdays from 4.30pm during the Summer Season.
FREE Coaching is available.

Membership categories include the Friends of Warburton BC,
Non-Pennant and the Pennant categories for New Members,
Family Membership and Full Members.

The club is situated at 3455-3457 Warburton Highway Warburton

at the Warburton Recreation Reserve.

The Clubrooms are also available for hire for Private Functions,
including Barefoot Bowls. Several local people, local community
groups and businesses have taken up this offer in the past and
continue to do so.

If people are interested, they can contact the Club at warbbowls@

outlook.com or check out the website at www.warburtonbowls.bowls.
com.au or the Facebook Page @warburtonbowls. GO BURRAS!

RMAG First Aid Course

by Amber Barton

The Reefton McMahons Action Group (RMAG) worked
together with the Yarra Ranges Council and St John’s
Ambulance Victoria to host a first aid course. On a sunny
Sunday in March, a lovely bunch of locals gathered valuable
knowledge. From bites to bandages, the group also learned
about defibrillators and how to manage first aid situations if
they were to occur.

We would like to thank
everyone for coming and for
all the help we received to put
on this workshop. We would
love to host more of these
workshops in the future to help
to build a resilient and strong
community. We hope to see

you at the next one.

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no 3799 Connect
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Warburton Resilience Plan
Community Meeting —
Tuesday May 26 &~ warburon

wa's(cy  Emergency Ptanning
#  Group

by Kevin Bargar

WOORI YALLOCK o vestos oo mecmsnien

Concerned about fire safety and emergency planning? Worried
aboutfood safety, energy resilience, orhousingand infrastructure?

OPENING HOURS Want to make meaningful community connections?

Here’s your chance to have your say.

MOMHDAY D00 AN - 05230 P FRIDAY 0800 AN - 05230 Pl
The Warburton Emergency Planning Group has been busy

TUESDAY  08:00 AN - 05:30 P SATURDAY  (08:00 Al - 04:00 Pl developing a community-led Warburton Resilience Plan, and we will
unveil our draft plan for your comments at a community meeting at
WEDRESDAY 08:00 AM - 0530 Pl SUMDAY 0900 AM - 07:00 PiA the Mechanics Hall on Tuesday, May 26, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm.

After a brief presentation of the plan, we want you to share your
concerns and ideas about the wonderful place we call home.

THURSDWY  08:00 AN - 05730 Pl

This plan was developed by our members over several months, using
feedback from over 80 Warburton residents who replied to our survey.

1380 Healesville - Koo Wee Rup Rd, e Throughout this process, we considered Warburton’s strengths and
Woer Yallock VIC 3139 | 03) 5964 7366

areas of concern, as well as our opportunities. We have identified six
priority focus areas, with proposed actions, and are keen to present
these to Warburton residents at this May 26 session.

Light refreshments will be provided, so come along, share your
thoughts, and get involved in your community in a meaningful way.

Auto one, for all your car parts

Nourish yourself this May

As the cooler months arrive,
The Wellspring offers space to
slow down, restore and reconnect.

Visit us for grounding, healing and
seasonal support.

What's on offer?

Massage & Herbal Remedies
Bodywork Immune Support
Moxibustion Nourishing Broths
Energy Healing Local Herbs
Herbal Consults Skincare
Yoga Classes Natural Incense
Events & Ritual Tools
Workshops Artwork

Scan to book @ 1. waisaing B

U wanmmETEN
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Welcoming Autumn in The

Valley

by Laura Jayne

There’s a particular stretch of the Yarra Rail Trail that habit leads
me to almost every time I leave my house for a walk. In summer,
I'm out there with many other walkers, riders, runners — visitors
to the valley on hired bikes soaking in the country air, locals with
whom I often share small smiles and head-bobs of recognition.
With blue skies energising mind and body alike, it's hard NOT to
want to head out and enjoy the feeling of your strides stretching
out along the gravel path, while you look around and see, sense,
the life bursting from everywhere in bright summer colour.

Colder weather greets us in the mornings now though, and rain
is settling in. Autumn is upon us, and often I find that the trails
and tracks of Warburton and Millgrove are a little emptier. Fewer
shared head-bobs, not nearly as many instances of fleets of bikes
sailing past me into the distance.

It’s only natural. With the fire lit, and perhaps tea and a book
waiting ready, it’s hard to want to go anywhere, let alone into the
cold for a walk. From inside, or in the car driving home, with
the mountains somewhat hidden with mist and the sunlight
not glinting off the Yarra in quite the same way that it does in
summer, the outdoors doesn’t always look as inviting as it did a
month or two ago.

Yet once you are outside... there’s something about the way that
autumn changes the landscape, how its chill air stimulates the
senses, that enlivens and enchants. It is my favourite time of year.

In summer, walking along my favourite stretch of the trail, I look
out and up to the mountains and feel vital and alive. Vivid atomic
energy of sunrays through the atmosphere vibrates the air between
me and everything: every stone of gravel, every gently shifting
leaf on trees both close and distant, all of it feels alive and close
enough to touch, like I could run up the mountain from where I
am without pausing for breath.

When Autumn comes, this atmosphere shifts. The air feels both
clear and heavy, laden with water. Each inhalation brings the strong
scent of verdant life: breathing in lungfuls of it you can smell and
feel as well as see how the waters of autumn have refreshed the
plant life of the valley. Grass thickens by the path. Ferns flourish.
A pond that for months, when I passed it, was all but empty,
cracked mud staring dryly up at cloudless skies, has been restored
by the rain, and is full now not only of water but (obligingly for
this idyll that I'm painting) ducks, whose reflections gliding across
the pond suit it better than did the dry weeds of a few weeks ago.
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From indoors perhaps, the outdoors doesnt call as strongly, its
beauty isn't as overt. But it is beautiful. Mountains that were close
enough to touch now seem to have a sense of myth about them
— there’s a new depth of tone, a presence, and though they seem
more distant, I feel more than I have on previous weeks” walks the
way they hold the edges of the valley.

There is frog-song when you pass still water; and the white trunks
of gums, against the deepening colours around them, are bright
gracenotes. And I never knew until I began to walk regularly past
the Millgrove timber mill how much I like the scent of woodchips
after rain.

Like the gums, silver wattle trees are wet-weather belles. The way
their pale-green fronds look when lightly misted with rain is like
the silver sister of the golden wattle it will bloom later in the
year — where spring’s arrival is marked with bursts of yellow-gold
clusters, in autumn and winter, water droplets clinging to pale
leaves give the appearance of hundreds of reflective silver lights,
the arboreal night to golden wattle’s day.

Of all the stunning natural transformations the Valley sees in autumn,
the embers and ambers of deciduous trees is no doubt the most
widely appreciated — and rightly so, in many ways. I look forward to
it every year. But there are, as I have only begun to touch on, many
facets to the loveliness of a Yarra Valley autumn. My walks are chillier
now, but soaking in these sights and feelings as I go, I feel invigorated.
I feel incredibly lucky to live in a place with so much natural beauty.
The landscape may change with the seasons throughout the year —
but each fresh incarnation brings its own delights, and they’re worth
getting up from beside the fireplace to experience.
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"WINE .
SERIES

> 29/05 ¢ YERING FARM
< 26/06 * GEORGIA DALE

= 28/08 ¢ THICK AS THIEVES
18/09 ¢ STEELS GATE

id 16/10 ¢ SEVILLE ESTATE
L

5 WINES, 5 COURSES 6PM - 9PM

$145pPP +$140 | (MHiwe - .@//Zﬁ . W?/

FOR BED & BUFFET BREAKFAST FOR 2

%/ $35r  $16k0s 210

Saturdays & Sundays from 8:00am - 11:00am

The all-you-can-eat weekend buffet breakfast has
u e t arrived at the Alpine Hotel!

Indulge in an endless gourmet morning spread,
featuring seasonal fruits, hot classics, fresh pastries,
and premium selections.

Includes Yarra Valley juices, tea, and Silva’s specialty

LAY 7%

3340 Warburton Highway | alpineretreat.com.au | Ph: 03 5966 2411

Accommodation | Dining | Weekend Buffet Breakfast | Functions & Events | Music



https://alpineretreat.com.au/

Film Society News
by Meg Wolff

The Healesville Mini Film Festival held last month has once
again proven to be a standout success, bringing together our
community to celebrate creativity, storytelling, and local talent.
The recent festival was a wonderful reflection of the passion and
dedication that continues to make HMFF such a special event on
the Yarra Ranges calendar.

After many years of tireless commitment, HMFF Coordinator
Keith Wade has stepped down from his role. Keith’s contribution
to the festival has been truly invaluable, and his leadership has
helped shape HMFF into the thriving and much-loved event it
is today. We are pleased to share that Keith will remain an active
member of the Committee, continuing to support the festival
moving forward.

Stepping into the Coordinator role is YRFS Vice President Vicki
Paris, who brings enthusiasm, experience, and a deep connection
to the community. We look forward to seeing HMFF continue to
grow and evolve under her guidance.

Our YRFS May member’s screening is the documentary, One to
One: John and Yoko. This film offers an intimate and compelling
portrait of John Lennon and Yoko Ono, weaving together rare
footage, music, and activism. In June, The Blue Caftan brings a
beautifully nuanced Moroccan drama exploring love, tradition,
and human connection. We look forward to welcoming audiences
for two memorable evenings of film. There is still time to purchase
your membership at either venue. Movies are held on the second
Tuesday of each month in Warburton and the third Tuesday in
Healesville at The Memo, both at 7:30pm.

Warburton
Holiday Park

Q 30 Woods Point Rd,
Warburton, Yarra Valley VIC

03 5966 2277
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In memory of Leo

Michael Kennedy

24/07/1936 -15/01/2026

by Tim Kennedy

Leo passed away aged 89, sorely missed by his wife Lynette, and kids
Chris, Jo, Justin, Lissa & Tim. Grandfather to his much-loved Louis.

Best known in the Yarra Valley as a teacher & vice principal at the
Upper Yarra High School, he also spent many years in the same role
at Lilydale High School. Leo was an artist, deep thinker, a builder
and a tinkerer. A man who believed in people and always sought to
bring out the best in his students. A fervent believer in human rights
and dignity and a life-long active member of the Labour Party.

He will be truly missed by the many that knew him and those
many that he helped along the way.
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Breakfast, wood fired pizza, coffee, wine & beer
3416 Warburton Hwy, Warburton 03 5966 5635

Closed Monday-Tuesday
Wednesday-Friday 10am - late
Saturday-Sunday 9am - late
Open Public Holidays
www.facebook.com/warburtonlittiejoe

Q Hampshire

HOLEDAYS

Book Online:

hampshireholidays.com.au/warburton EI.‘_E;.,

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no 3799 Connect
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Community Calendar

1* Sun of month | Warburton Valley Market — 11:00am — 3:00pm
Every Monday | Free Chair Pilates — Redwood Centre Warburton — 12:30pm — 1:20pm

Every Monday | Warby Walkers — meet at Redwood Centre front entrance — 2:00pm

1** & 3" Mon of month | Upper Yarra Rotary Meeting — 7:00pm at Yarra Junction CFA
3" Mon of month | Upper Yarra Valley Garden Club — 7:00pm at Oscar’s

2" Tues of month | Yarra Ranges Film Society — 7:30pm at The Arts Centre Warburton

3" Wed of month | Warburton Advancement League meeting — 7:30pm at YREC
Every Wednesday | Warburton CFA training — 7:30pm — 9:00pm

Every Wed and Sat | Upper Yarra Museum (Yarra Junction) 10:00am — 4:00pm
Last Wed of month | River Valley Church — Free Dinner — 6:00pm

Every Thursday | Koha Community Café — Community Dinner from 6:00pm — by donation

1* Thurs of month | Warburton Emergency Planning Group meeting — 7:00pm at Redwood Centre

Every Friday | Yoga with Sandra Rosa at the Wellspring — 9:30 — 10:30am

Every Friday night | Free Friday Soup Night — Redwood Centre Warburton — from 5:30pm
Every Friday night | Yarra Valley ECOSS Market (711 Old Warburton Rd Wesburn) — 3:30pm — 6:00pm
2" Friday of month | Yarra Valley Spoken Word (ECOSS Dome) — 6:00pm — 9:00pm

Every Saturday | Summer Yoga with Kath at the Wellspring — 8:00 — 9:00am
3 Sat & 5* Sun of month | Millgrove Market — 9:00am — 2:00pm

Every Sunday | Warburton CFA training — 9:30am — 11:30am
3" Sun of month | Sunday Circle (Mend, Make & Bake) 10:00am — 2:00pm

Your Community Group, Organisation or Sporting Club activities can be listed here

Important Update from Yarra Ranges Council

- Intermittent transmission issues on 96.1FM

The Warburton Emergency Planning Group
(WEPG) have received the following update
regarding the ABC Radio Melbourne

transmission on 96.1FM:

Dear WEPG,

Thank you for your patience as investigations
are undertaken to safeguard the reliability of
Warburton’s emergency radio coverage.

Council has been working with our contractor to
understand the interruptions to the ABC radio
coverage on 96.1FM. As you can appreciate
this process has a number of considerations to
explore and we are progressing well with our
investigations.

To date we have been exploring the age and
operational status of the equipment, potential
changes to our antenna placement, development
of an equipment replacement program and the
occurrence of possible signal interference. We
will continue to collect this data so we can arrive
at a comprehensive plan to rectify faults.

We also wanted to advise you that the

following works are being undertaken in May:

* On 5th May, weather permitting, there
will be a cut over to a new transmission
cable that will cause radio outage lasting
up to 45 minutes. We have not been
advised of the expected time of the
interruption, but we are hoping to have
a better idea closer to the date.

¢ The Rxantenna will be relocated (from 6 to
28 metres) and cut over to a new cable also,
however there should be no interruption to
transmission during this action.

We will be posting notification of this to
social media, however your assistance in
notifying your community of this scheduled
interruption would be appreciated.

Please be assured that Council is committed
to arriving at a solution that meets the needs
of Warburton and surrounding communities
for receiving emergency advice and warnings.

WEPG will keep the community updated on

future communications.

Signs Publishing
Bookshop
Open Thursdays
1:15pm - 5pm

Gifts, Cards
Vegetarian Food
Drinks, Books

Located left side of building,
3485 Warburton Hwy
Warburton.
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This is your copy. Please take it home to share with family and friends.



